
HOLY SATURDAY

MIDNIGHT OFFICE

Priest: Blessed is our God, always, now and for ever, and to the ages of ages. 

Reader:   Amen.   Glory to you, our God, glory to you.

Heavenly  King,  Paraclete,  Spirit  of  truth,  present  everywhere,  filling  all  things,

Treasury of blessings and Giver of life, come and dwell in us, cleanse us from every stain,

and, O Good One, save our souls.

Holy God, Holy Strong, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Strong, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Strong, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Both now and for ever, and to the ages of ages.   Amen.

All-Holy Trinity, have mercy on us.

Lord, cleanse us from our sins.

Master, pardon our iniquities.

Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities, for your name’s sake.

Lord, have mercy.   Lord, have mercy.   Lord, have mercy.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Both now and for ever, and to the ages of ages.   Amen

Our Father in heaven, may your name be hallowed.   Your kingdom come;  your will

be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as

we forgive our debtors.   And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil

one.

Priest: For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, of the Father, the Son,

and the Holy Spirit, now, and for ever, and to the ages of ages.

Reader:   Amen.   Lord, have mercy (twelve times).

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Both now and for ever, and to the ages of ages.   Amen.

Come, let us worship the King, our God.

Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, the King, our God.

Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, the King and our God.
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Psalm 50:

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your great mercy;  according to the fullness

of your compassion blot out my offence.   Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness, and

cleanse me from my sin.   For I acknowledge my wickedness, and my sin is ever before

me.   Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;  that you may be

justified in your words, and win when you are judged.   For see, in wickedness I was

conceived;  and in sin my mother bore me.   For see, you have loved truth, you have

shown me the hidden and secret  things of your wisdom.   You will  sprinkle me with

hyssop and I shall be cleansed;  you will wash me, and I shall be made whiter than snow.

You will make me hear of joy and gladness;  the bones which have been humbled will

rejoice.   Turn away your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.   Create a clean

heart in me, O God, and renew a right Spirit within me.   Do not cast me out from your

presence;  and do not take your Holy Spirit from me.   Give me back the joy of your

salvation;  and establish me with your sovereign Spirit.   I will teach transgressors your

ways;  and sinners will turn to you again.   O God, the God of my salvation, deliver me

from bloodshed;  and my tongue will rejoice at your righteousness.   O Lord, you will

open my lips, and my mouth will proclaim your praise.   For if you had wanted sacrifice, I

would have given it;  you will not take pleasure in burnt offerings.   A sacrifice to God is a

broken spirit;  a broken and a humbled heart God will not despise.   Do good to Zion,

Lord, in your good pleasure, and let the walls of Jerusalem be rebuilt.   Then you will be

pleased with a sacrifice of righteousness, oblation and whole burnt offerings.   Then they

will offer calves upon your altar.

Then the Canon in Tone 6.   On each Ode the Hirmos is sung twice, then four Troparia,

with the Hirmos repeated as Katavasia.
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(Twice)

Troparion 1 & 2:
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(Twice)
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Troparion 3:
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Troparion 4:



HOLY SATURDAY MIDNIGHT OFFICE 9

Katavasia:
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(Twice)

Troparion 1 & 2:
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(Twice)
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Troparion 3:
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Troparion 4:
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Katavasia:
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(Twice)
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Troparion 1 & 2:
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(Twice)

Troparion 3:
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Troparion 4:
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Katavasia:
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(Twice)
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Troparion 1 & 2:



HOLY SATURDAY MIDNIGHT OFFICE 31

(Twice)
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Troparion 3:
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Troparion 4:
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Katavasia:
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(Twice)
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Troparion 1 & 2:
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(Twice)
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Troparion 3:
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Troparion 4:
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Katavasia:
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Reader:

He who holds all things together was lifted up on the Cross, and all creation lamented

seeing him hanging naked on the tree; the sun hid its rays, and the stars threw away their

light;  the earth quaked with great fear, the sea fled and the rocks were rent;  many graves

were opened, and bodies of holy men were raised.   Hell below is groaning and the Jews

are considering how to discredit Christ’s resurrection;  the women are crying out, ‘This is

the most blessed Sabbath, on which Christ sleeps, but he will rise again on the third day’.

Choir:
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(Twice)
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Troparion 1:



52 HOLY SATURDAY MIDNIGHT OFFICE

Troparion 2:
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Troparion 3:
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Troparion 4:
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Katavasia:
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(Twice)
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Troparion 1 & 2:
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(Twice)
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Troparion 3:
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Troparion 4:
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Katavasia:
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(Twice)
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Troparion 1 & 2:
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(Twice)
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Troparion 3:
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Troparion 4:
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Katavasia:
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Reader:

Holy God, Holy Strong, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Strong, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Strong, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Both now and for ever, and to the ages of ages.   Amen.

All-Holy Trinity, have mercy on us.

Lord, cleanse us from our sins.

Master, pardon our iniquities.

Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities, for your name’s sake.

Lord, have mercy.   Lord, have mercy.   Lord, have mercy.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Both now and for ever, and to the ages of ages.   Amen

Our Father in heaven, may your name be hallowed.   Your kingdom come;  your will

be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as

we forgive our debtors.   And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil

one.

Priest: For yours is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, of the Father, the Son,

and the Holy Spirit, now, and for ever, and to the ages of ages.

Choir:
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Litany:

Priest: Glory to you, Christ God, our hope, glory to you.

People:

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Both now and for ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen.

Lord, have mercy.   Lord, have mercy.   Lord, have mercy.

Holy Master, give the blessing.

Priest: May he who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the prayers of his

most pure Mother, of our reverend and God-bearing Fathers, and of all the saints, have

mercy on us and save us, for he is good and loves mankind.

People:


