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Oikos: 

Why are you slothful, my wretched soul?   Why do you dwell unseasonably on 

senseless cares?   Why busy yourself with what is passing?   The last hour is at hand, 

and we shall soon be parted from what is here.   While there is time, come to your 

senses and cry out, ‘I have sinned against you, my Saviour;  do not cut me down like 

the unfruitful fig tree, but as you are compassionate, O Christ, take pity on one who 

cries out in fear:   May we not be left outside the bridal chamber of Christ!’  

Synaxarion for the day, and then: 

On holy and great Tuesday we commemorate the parable of the ten virgins from the 

sacred Gospel.  

Verses 

Great Tuesday now bears with it ten virgins, 

Who bear the triumph of the just Master.  

But, O Bridegroom Christ, number us with the prudent virgins, range us with the 

chosen flock and have mercy on us.    Amen. 
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Canon, Tone 2 

 

 

The Troparia: 

Glory to you, our God, glory to you. 

Let us cast sloth far from us, and with shining lamps let us meet Christ the immortal 

Bridegroom with hymns, as we cry:  You works of the Lord, bless the Lord.  

Glory to you, our God, glory to you. 

May the oil of fellowship in the vessels of our soul be sufficient, so that not having 

spent the moment of the prize in commerce we may sing:  You works of the Lord, 

bless the Lord.  
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We bless Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the Lord. 

Both now and for ever, and to the ages of ages.   Amen. 

You that have all received the talent - grace of equal power from God - increase it 

with the help of Christ who gave it, as you sing:  You works of the Lord, bless the 

Lord!  

 

 

And again the Hirmos: 



 GREAT TUESDAY MATTINS                                      5 

 

 



 GREAT TUESDAY MATTINS                                      6 

 

 

 

The Troparia: 

Glory to you, our God, glory to you. 

O Good One, you said to your disciples, ‘Be watchful, for at the hour you do not 

know, the Lord will come to reward each one’.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 

Both now and for ever, and to the ages of ages.   Amen. 

At your dread second coming, O Master, range me with the sheep on your right hand, 

overlooking the multitude of my offences.  

And again the Hirmos: 
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On the Praises sing 4 Stichera: 
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